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have internal peace and 
external security. 
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Now that we have recognised Arafa t , -  
Should we not recognise Mohammed? 

S i n g l e - h a n d e d ,  M o h a m m e d  c rea ted  a n e w  m o n o t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n  on  the  l ines  o f  the  R e v e l a t i o n s  to  A b r a h a m  a n d  Moses ,  w i t h  
i ts  o w n  B i b l e  ( K o r a n ) ,  h a v i n g  t o d a y  o n e  b i l l i o n  f o l l o w e r s  a l l  o v e r  the  wor ld .  H e  s tar ted a n e w  e m p i r e  a n d  a n e w  c iv i l i s a t ion .  

by N a i m  Dangoor 

The  one person responsible  for m a k i n g  the Is rae l -PLO peace 
accord possible was  Ray Obadia  Yosef,  fo rmer  Sephardi  Ch ie f  
Rabbi  o f  Israel.  He  was  one of  f ive  Israel is  constant ly  kept  in-  
formed o f  the secret  negot ia t ions  in Norway.  Circumstances  have  
often cast Rav Obadia  in  the ro le  of  k ingmaker ,  and he  made full  
use of  his authority.  

Labour  had obtained a ma jo r i ty  of  only one seat  in  the  present 
Knesset ,  and  that  major i ty  depended on the  f ive  Arab  votes. 
Br ing ing  his re l ig ious  Shas  party wi th  i ts  six seats into the coali-  
tion, Rav Obadia made Labour 's  major i ty  more  credible. 

Rav Obadia ' s  reason for support ing Rabin ' s  land for peace  
p la t form is tha t  h u m a n  l i ve s  are  more  impor tan t  than land. He  
may  have  g iven  Israel  the  r igh t  solut ion for the wrong  reason, for 
when  was  indiv idual  human  l ives more  impor tant  than the land of  
one 's  country.  People are supposed to lay  down thei r  l ives g lad ly  
for the fatherland.  

However ,  the road of  peace  can be a sour l emon  or a swee t  
l emonade .  An  Is rae l i -Pa les t in ian  a l l i ance  can become the  domi-  
nan t  force in a re-organised Midd le  East.  Moreover ,  we  mus t  
rea l i se  tha t  the  new Israel is part  of  a changed  Middle  East.  
Thanks  to M o h a m m e d ,  the  who le  region now acknowledges  the  
God o f  Israel.  Jews  should h a v e  no di f f icul ty  in  acknowledg ing  
the Mos lem formula:  "There  is no  God but Al lah ,  and Mohammed  

,2" 

is A l l ah ' s  miss ionary",  wi thout  conver t ing to Islam. Is lam is con- 
ta ined wi th in  Judaism. 

M o h a m m e d ' s  faul t  was  that  he  tried to conver t  the  Jews. Is lam 
does not confl ict  wi th  Juda ism but confirms it. The  enmi ty  started 
when  the Jews r ight ly  refused to convert.  Just  as Chr is t ian-Jewish 
enmi ty  started not because of  the baseless accusation of  "deicide", 
but  because Jews refused to convert  to a paganised Christ ianity.  

H a v i n g  recognised Arafat ,  should we  not now recognise  Mo-  
h a m m e d  as the rel igious leader  who  brought  in  a bi l l ion bel ievers  
in the One True  God? 

Mohammed  ki l led  Jews, but cer ta inly not more  than Arafa t  and 
the PLO. M o h a m m e d  denounced and rev i led  Jews,  but not  more  
than our  own Prophets did. The Koran  v i l i f ies  Jews  in  cer ta in  
places, as also do our own scriptures. 

Only  Ray Obadia  Yose f  has the  author i ty  to m a k e  such a step 
possible. 

Just  as Arafa t  agreed to repeal  part  o f  the covenan t  seek ing  to 
e l imina te  Israel ,  Mos lems  mus t  g ive  up thei r  c la im that  Is lam has 
supplanted Judaism.  In fact  Is lam confirms Judaism.  

W h a t  about  the  Temple  Mount?  There  is no  practical  way  of  
t ak ing  i t  a w a y  f rom the Moslems.  The  Bible  expresses the hope 
that  the Temple  shal l  become the house  of  prayer  for a l l  nations.  
This is indeed the only solution to tha t  p roblemO 

( A r a b i c  g r a m m a r  i s  d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  " 'A m e s s e n g e r  o f  G t x l "  a n d  " T h e  m e s s e n g e r  o f  C3tx:l a d d i n g  t he  d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  - " M o h a m m e d  a l - r a s s u l  
A l l a h "  bc~'~mes b l a s p h e m o u s ) .  

(R:~.,,, Obad];.t",, non t e l l ,  u s  tha t  h ix  f~d.hk'l"~ n;.ml¢ Ln d e r i v e d  frOttl H;ikfWlttl Abdu] ia} t  ( O b a d i a )  SL~mekh a n d  Hakh~nm Y o n e f  H a y e e f n ,  illu.~l.riq~ug r a b b i s  c~f B a g h d a d ~ l  

19 years ago - MAN OF THE HOUR Ray Obadia Yosef at the Iraqi Club in London, 
Left to right: Dayan Dr Pincbas Toledano; Meer Ba.qri; David Petel; Elias Sofaer; Haham Dr Solomon Gaon; Ray Obadia Yosef; Albert Dangoor (behind); Naim 
Dangoor; Percy Gourgey (behind); Nathan Saatchi; assistant to Ray Obadia; Jack David; Sonny GubbayO 
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My life and times 
by Sallm E, Dangoor 

1 became involved in community life at 
an early age. In 1930, while only 11, I 
read a nostalgic eulogy for my late grand- 
father, Hakham Ezra Dangoor, at a mass 
memorial  service held at the Albert  
Sassoon Alliance School Synagogue in 
Baghdad, organised by the late Sasson 
Murad who was also the author of my ora- 
tion, that brought tears to many eyes. p. 6. 

In 1935 I was at the Shamash School 
with one year to finish. We had amongst 
the other teachers from Palestine a Dr 
Kallye, the director of the school, and Mr 
Schneider our Hebrew teacher. We also 
had one Moslem teacher, Mr Sabri AI- 
Dhuwaibi, in charge of sport activities. 

One day when I came to the school my 
classmates surrounded me and told me the 
story of how in the dark of night, the two 
Palestinian teachers were arrested and 
thrown across the border. Everyone 
blamed Mr Sabri in this action and when 
the classes were convened after the whis- 
tle, our class was still  in turmoil 
discussing the events of the night before. 
After an argument with Mr Sabri the other 
teachers came and took me to their room, 
seeing how excited I was, and we all 
thought that the matter was closed. How- 
ever, in the evening two policemen came 
to our house looking for me but I managed 
to escape to my uncle's house. 

Father went the second day to see one 
or two of his friends at the Ministry of 
Interior. He was told that it was very diffi- 
cult to rescind the order as it was issued 
by the Minister  himself, no less than 
Rashid All (of ill fame). Apparently Mr 
Sabri told him that in front of all the boys 
in school, i insulted him and insulted Is- 
lam. All the same, I was expelled from the 
Shamash School. My parents were worried 
about my safety to stay in Baghdad so they 
decided to send me to London where my 
two elder brothers were staying. 

When all three brothers returned after 
one year, the world situation was unstable, 
with Hitler in power, and the threat of  war 
in the horizon. My thther wanted me to 
stay with him and help him in his publish- 
ing house and offered me a high salary. At 
that time all the school books and many 
books from the Ministry of Defence were 
published by Father, but I refused and de- 
cided to leave for Beirut. My parents 
followed me there to see to it that I did not 
travel any further to Europe. I had a lovely 
time in Beirut and apart from my studies I 
managed to do some business by buy ing  
the huge quantities of paper that the Ger- 
mans were exporting at very cheap prices 
to get the foreign exchange they needed for 
their armaments. 

In 1939 war was declared after the Na- 
zi 's attack on Poland but life was normal 
in Beirut until June 1940 when France 
shamefully surrendered. A classmate and 
a friend, the son of the Prime Minister Ab- 
dul Mihsen AI Saadoon came to me in the 
early morning and said that we must leave 
Beirut immediately, as maybe the Ger- 
mans will  come to arrest all al l ied 
citizens. We left hurriedly by car to Pales- 
tine and from there to Baghdad. 
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Again Father wanted me to stay and 
help him but [ refused. I applied and was 
accepted in a University in the United 
States to study medicine. In the meantime 
Rashid All made his coup d'etat, with the 
Jewish pogroms that followed, and that 
made my decision to leave irrevocable. 
Since there was no air travel during the 
war, all departures to the United States 
were by boat  through India. When 1 ar- 
rived in Bombay, I met my uncle and aunt, 
Mr & Mrs Kelly Hillel, and decided to 
stay a few weeks until the University's 
term began. That was a mistake that cost 
me my medical studies. 

In December 1941 Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbour and the US entered the war, and 
the route by sea to New York was not 
available any more. I was stranded in In- 
dia not knowing what to do until I met Mr 
Conrad de Ceurcey one day at the Taj 
Mahal Hotel bar. We spoke by chance and 
when he heard that I was without any 
plans, he asked me if  I wanted to work for 
his company as Manager of the Bombay 
branch. Mr de Courcey was the Managing 
Director of Faiha Trading and Fowler In- 
surance of Baghdad. When I told him that 
I did not know anything about business, 
he said that he only needed someone he 
could trust. Since alI supplies to the Mid- 
dle East will come from India there was 
.going to be a tremendous business entail- 
ing millions of Rupees. He said he knew 
my thther and the family and thus he was 
not afraid to send me huge sums of money. 
As to experience, he said that [ will get 
specific instructions what to buy and from 
whom to buy, so I didn't need experience. 

I was offered 2000 Rupees a month 
plus commission (a very high salary then) 
and naturally I accepted and I had to ar- 
range for an office, secretaries, accountant 
and helpers. The first remittance I received 
was 20 lakhs of Rupees (2 million) and 
when the Manager of Ltoyds Bank called 
me, he said that I was too young to get 
such an amount. He said that he thinks 
that there was a mistake of one zero and 
heqs waiting for a confirmation. But the 
confirmation came to buy cotton, piece 
goods and tea. I Contacted the Sassoon 
mills and got prices below the limits I got, 
which impressed and pleased my superi- 
ors. At one time I had -~/a of a Dhow 
(sailing boat) filled with goods bought and 
insured by me, while nobody was able to 
get any shipping space. I succeeded in en- 
gaging reliable captains and paid them 
even more than what they asked. Other 
merchants bad bad experience with these 
captains of Dhows. They would accept a 
cheap rate and then disappear to another 
port in the Gulf with all the goods they 
carried. All in all, I made a very good 
business for myself and for the company 
and in 1944 1 left Bombay for Baghdad. 

In Iraq at the.time-a young man was 
exempt from military service while study- 
ing in a University, and this is how I was 
allowed to leave at the time, to India and 
the US. But when I returned they looked at 
my passport and took me straight to the 
Ministry of Defence, had me examined 

medically and enrolled me at the officer's 
college in the term that was go ing to  start 
a few months later. They were convinced 
that I left at the time on false pretenees 
saying that I was going to study medicine, 
to avoid military service. 

I was to stay in Baghdad about four 
months to wait for the "Dowra" to start at 
the Officer's College at Karradeh. On the 
intervention of Taha Pasha E[ Hashemi, 
the Commander in Chief of the Army, a 
friend of my father's, I was exceptionally 
atlowed to go to lran for a short visit. 

I got a transit visa to Iron and left by 
train through Basra. There were no air 
flights then to Iran. From Basra I took a 
taxi to tim frontier at Khorramshahr. The 
driver asked me to give him three dinars to 
bribe the frontier officer. "Bribe  for 
what?" I asked. Fie said that this is the 
cost for entering Dan illegally. But when I 
told him that I had a visa, he went to 
speak to the fellow in charge and came 
back to say that would not help. I was an- 
gry and went myself to speak in English 
and the officer was very nice. He said of 
course I can proceed but he has to look at 
my luggage. He found an expensive cam- 
era and a radio. He took them out and he 
asked me if  I had an import licence to 
bring in these two items to Iron. He said 
that he wilt keep it with him until my re- 
turn. The driver told me in Arabic that i f  1 
want to see my camera and radio again, it 
would be cheaper to pay the bribe, which I 
did, and naturally did not require an im- 
port licence any more. I was soon to find 
out that this was the pattern in Iran, to pay 
bribes with or without reason! 

I arrived in Teheran without knowing 
anybody there and unable to speak the lan- 
guage. I stayed at the Park Hote[, the best 
in town, and decided to have a nice time. 

The Manager of the Park Hotel was a 
nice fellow who spoke good English and 
French. A few days after my arrival, he 
came to me asking for 500 romans (£50) 
as a bribe. He would not say for what, but 
promised to return it doubled if  I am not 
very satisfied. I gave him the bribe and he 
told me that since Czechoslovakia has 
been liberated by the Russians, leading 
Czechs are coming fi'mn London to 
Prague. And that day a beautiful girl, the 
private secretary 6f President Bones ar- 
rived at the hotel and had to stay a few 
days waiting for her flight. He was going 
to make her sit next to my table for dinner. 
tt was really worth the bribe! In no time I 
started a conversation, had the rest of  the 
dinner together and we became great  
friends. As it turned out file girl was ex- 
tremely intelligent and beautiful. She was 
Jewish, called Dasha Steinova, and she re- 
turned to Iran twice on short leave. 
Everybody including Dasha herse l f  
thought that we would be married. There 
was no specific reason why we didn't, and 
we carried on corresponding for years af- 
terwards, until after the "Dubchek Spring" 
in 1956. 

The days passed quickly and after three 
months I told the hotel manager that I 
would be leaving. Have you got an exit  
visa, he asked? I said 1 am a tourist, why 
should I need an exit  visa. Well, he said, 
this is Iran and you have to pay a bribe of 
500 romans to get it. A bribe in and a 
bribe out! He said why don't  you go your- 



self  to get it, you have nothing to do. I 
took the address and went. The fellow 
asked me i f  I paid my taxes. What taxes, I 
have not done any business here. Well, he 
said, then go to the tax office and explain 
that, and bring their authorisation for you 
to leave. I went to the tax office, they 
looked at every page of my passport and 
asked me what I was doing in Teheran. I 
said that I came as a tourist and lived at 
the Park Hotel and new have to return to 
Baghdad to do my military service. And 
what were you doing in Bombay, they 
asked. I explained that I Was the Manager 
of a company there. He said you can go to 
the hotel and we will send you the paper 
there. The second day the paper came and 
as I did not speak any Persian I took it 
proudly m the Manager to translate. He 
said that they simply say you have to pay 
one mill ion rials before you can leave. I 
was furious. I went to the Iraqi legation 
and spoke with the Minister,  Hashem 
Khalil (there was no embassy then). He 
laughed and said this is Iran! Come with 
me m the Finance Minister. The Minister 
called his second and ordered him to at- 
tend to this shocking case. I was taken to a 
third and fourth person and was told that 
since an estimate wag made as to how 
much I have to pay, there is no authority 
that can change that except a special 
"commission" that meets once a month. 
After going from one commission to an- 
other and over a year later it was decided 
that I had to pay a tax of 10,000 rials. 

But in the meantime I studied Persian 
and spoke fluently. I opened an office, en- 
gaged a staff and dealt extensively in the 
import of  paper, my father's and grandfa- 
ther's line of  business. This made me 
come in contact with many friends - those 
that were pro Shah and the nationalists 
like Dr Nossadegh that were in the oppo- 
site camp. Life was really interesting and 
exciting: political murders of Prime Min- 
isters, of  journalists, attempts against the 
life of the Shah, cabinet changes every 
now and then and the iron hand of the 
Shah ruling the country. 

I made good business in Iran and the 
first year I sent my tax declaration show- 
ing a modest profit  of  600,000 rials. 
Sometime afterwards the tax officer came 
to see me in my office and told me that if  I 
declared such a iarge figure, I would be 
assessed for ten times the amount. He sug- 
gested to reduce the figure to 60,000 rials 
and share with him any saving achieved. I 
could not but agree and this was the pat- 
tern in all the following years 

One of the big deals I did was with the 
Russians. They had a big trade delegation 
in Teheran and more than half the imports 
to Iran came from Russia. One day I met 
one of the deIegates at a diplomatic cock- 
tail reception and he wanted to see me the 
day after. It was very unpopular to meet a 
Russian, sometimes even dangerous, but I 
took the risk, as he said that he had a good 
business proposal. It turned out they need- 
ed dollars while the merchants could only 
buy in rials. After prolonged negotiations 
we agreed that I buy all the imports in 
dolIars and they would sell it for my ac- 
count in rials without  mentioning my 
name. It was a secret arrangement and 
they were always correct and hclpfuh I 
would sit  with them and "fix" the selling 

price of their sugar, steel, paper and half a 
dozen other items. It was not difficult for 
me to buy the many millions of dollars on 
the open market to cover my purchases. 

N o b o d y  ever knew of this arrangement 
and the brokers would wonder how I had 
obtained so many rials, Before signing a 
deal they would invite me for a fantastic 
dinner always asking me if  I needed any 
help. When I told them once that I was 
called by the secret police and interrogated 
about what business I might have with the 
Russians, they told me not to worry and 
they would take care of it. And really that 
was the end of my trouble with the police. 

Apart from my dealing in paper, that 
opened many dora's to many friends, 
Bridge helped me to play with the highest 
people in the country. These contacts 
would prove most helpful to solve any 
problems I had or hetp I needed. 

For example, one day I asked a young 
Eng]ishman whom I met every night at the 
Bridge table of the Club what he was do- 
ing in Teheran. He confessed that he was 
on a "mission impossible". The bank note 
printers Thomas de la Rue sent him to 
submit an offer for printing the banknotes 
of the land, but they wouId not even accept 
an offer from him. When I told him that I 
could help, he could not believe it, I went 
the next day to meet the President of the 
National Bank (Bank Melli), a good friend 
and a Bridge player, He said that de la 
Rue were simply blacklisted, and by order 
of the Shah's father, they would never be 
admitted to do any business in Iran, Ap- 
parently once, when they printed the notes, 
they deformed the nose of the Shah on the 
notes and that made him furious. He was 
certain that they did it with malice. It took 
me some time to persuade him to take the 
risk of lifting the ban, After all Iran could 
only profit from competition. In the end de 
la Rue gave a quotation 30% cheaper than 
Bradbury and got the contract. 

.Most Iranians knew us as the Jews, but 
often called us "Arabs". So much so that 
when once the Persians were expelled 
from Iraq for not having valid visas, the 
authorities in Teheran decided to recipro- 
cate by expelling the Jews, as they were 
known to everybody as Arabs. We tried in 
vain to explain how the Iraqis would be 
pleased that we were to be expctled. 
Bribes were discussed, we wrote to the au- 
thorities in Iraq and then to our relief one 
day I saw Tahsin Kadri at the Embassy. 
He became the Ambassador overnight. 
Tahsin told me that the Regent was com- 
ing for a visit and it would be appropriate 
to give him a valuable present while meet- 
ing him. We found two carpets - one a big 
Nayin, and another a small silk, costing 
600,000 rials each, a sum which we had 
collected from a dozen or two members of" 
the community. The Ambassador suggest- 
ed that the Regent should choose. That 
was a mistake because when we went to 
see the Regent and showed him the car- 
pets, he said that hc wanted to keep both. 
It was a problem to pay for both but we 
succeeded and naturally the story of depor- 
tation did not materialise. The people of 
Iran in general showed great respect to the 
Shah and his family. Some loved him 
blindlY next to God. However, even his 
most faithfuIsupportcr would confess to 
me that Iran wiII become a great country 

like France or England only while the 
Shah was there. When they spoke of Iran 
they were drinking of the Shah alone. 

The events of the last twelve years 
proved how right they were. when  I at- 
tended a Royal marriage it was difficult to 
imagine that we were really l iving in Iran 
and not in the country of one thousand and 
one nights. But all that could not hide the 
extreme poverty of the majority that think 
only of food for the day for their families. 

And now something on my private life. 
There was no doubt that I was one of the 
most eligible young men! I was surround- 
ed by girls left and right and had really a 
nice time. 

Then I met one day a Viennese girl, 
with a magic beauty that stole my heart. It 
was love at first sight and we eventually 
got married. At that time it was unthinka- 
ble for an Iraqi Jew to marry a non-Iraqi. 
But after my son was born, and having 
met my wife, I was "forgiven" by the fam- 
ily. 

One day in Teheran I was having lunch 
in a small restaurant when the waiter 
came to tell me that I was wanted on the 
phone. I was w r y  surprised for who could 
lravc known that I was at this particular 
restaurant. But when I went to the room 
where the phone was supposed to be, I 
was confronted with my cousin Shlomo 
Hillcl. He said that he wanted to tell me 
that I should not greet him if  I meet him 
somewhere, as he was on a secret mission 
and his name is Maurice Peress of French 
nationality, That evening he came home to 
us for dinner and told us the story of the 
Iraqi Jews being smuggled in their thou- 
sands through Khorramshahr, The second 
day he took me to the "camp" where they 
were placed before being flown to Israel, 
They all seemed happy and in great spir- 
its. Mr Hi l le l  was behind all the 
arrangements for the clandestine immigra- 
timr and later on for the legal  mass 
immigration. But in Iran everything went 
smoothly as aI[ the authorities concerned 
closed their eyes to what is happening - 
thanks to bribes, [eft and right. 

In Iran i was the biggest  importer of 
paper and board and was supplying the 
government with all their requirements. 
But then came the Korean war and paper 
was in great demand all over the world, I 
had exccIIent relations with Swedish sup- 
pliers and it was enough to phone my 
friends to send me many hundreds of tons. 
But alter the war they were becoming dif- 
ficult  and decreased my quota 
considerably. They said they were aware 
that paper would be in demand as tong as 
the war lasted. But what will happen after- 
wards? The Mills have to pIan for a long 
time ahead and the only solution they 
could see was that i come to Sweden and 
sign a contract for the next two or three 
years. That w a s  to prove a lucky solution 
for me, as the war lasted many years and I 
got an uninterrupted supply which 1 sold 
in Iran and Iraq with good profit, My wife 
came to join me and we have been living 
in Sweden ever since. I was the only Iraqi 
in Sweden but new more than 30,000 
Assyrians immigrated to Sweden from 
lraq and the Lebanon. And lately many 
thousands of KurdsO 
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M i d d l e  E a s t  p e a c e  - 
refugees and compensation 

by Naim Dangoor 
The speed of the Middle East peace 

process is almost unbelievable. Old ene- 
mics are fast becoming friends and even 
allies. 

Several factors made this possible. 
First, the collapse of the Arab-backing So- 
viet  Union; second, the change of the 
Washington administration from the pro- 
Arab Bush-Baker team to the balanccd 
Clinton-Christopher team; third, the change 
in Israel from hard-line Likud to a flexible 
Labour government; fourth, above all, the 
realisation by moderate Arabs that their 
real enemies are dictators like Saddam and 
Assad and Moslem fundamentalists. Isra- 
el, by comparison, is viewed as a 
stabilising element in the region. 

Having secured the return of the 1967 
refugees to the West Bank and Gaza, the 
Arabs now want the return of the 1948 
refugees. These fled, at the instigation of 
the Arab governments, from Israel proper 
and should be returning to Jaffa, Haifa and 
other areas in the heart of Israel. 

When told that the same number of 
Jews came to Israel from Arab countries, 
in exchange, the Arab negotiators argue 
that the Jews are welcome to return to 
their countries of origin, wyc! wye! A mil- 
lion Arabs to enter Israel and a miIlion 
Jews to leave Israel! All that remains is 
for Yitzhak Rabin to hand over the keys of 
Government House to Yasser Ararat! 

Compensation 
Compensation for refugees, both Arab 

and Jewish, will  soon appear on the agen- 
da. Although international aid to the 
Palestinian autononry is being expressed 
in tens of billions, the emboldened Pales- 
tinians wil l  waste no t ime in putting 
forward inflated claims on the government 
of Israe I. 

We fear that, in an effort to reach a 
quick, settlement on the issue of compen- 
sation, Israel will  simply throw in the 
Jewish claims to offset the Palestinian 
claims. This would be unfair. 

WOJAC (WorId Organisation of Jews 
from Arab Countries) who is holding a 
conven6on on 16 December 1993, has 
been acting all along as a tool of the Israe- 
[i government.  It argues that Jewish 
refugees have been unsuccessful for the 
last 40 years in obtaining compensation 
from Arab countries. They thus consider 
our claims as lost property, about to be 
found by WOJAC and should rightly be- 
long to the State of Israel. 

We hereby serve notice on WOJAC 
and the Israeli government that they have 
no authority to trade away our substantial 
rights in our countries of origin. 

We have offered WOJAC 50 per cent 
of our claims if  they will transfer the other 
50 per cent to the rightful claimants. 

WOJAC deny any involvement in mat- 
ters of compensation.  This seems to 
contradict their view expressed in an earli- 
er letter. "It is our deepest conviction that 
the State of Israel ... has full moral right to 
be the trustee of the property left by the 
Jews in their countries of origin." 
Refugee debates in the Knesset 

In I987 there was an interesting debate 
in the Knesset on Jewish refitgees from 

Page 4 

Arab countries. We give below some ex- 
cerpts: 

Foreign MinistEr S. Pores: The problem 
of Jewish property has been and will be 
raised by us in discussions with Arab 
states. M.K. Ben-Elissar has already men- 
tioned the agreement between us and 
Egypt, to set up a cIaims committee in 
which each side will present its claims 
against the other. At the same time, the 
state is collecting and registering informa- 
tion about Jewish property and its •fate, in 
the hope that it will  be possible to raise 
the matter in the future, when we enter 
into peace negotiations with other Arab 
states. 

I feel a little uncomfortable with the 
phrase "Jewish refugees from Arab coun- 
tries", for despite, or perhaps because of 
the discrimination in Arab states, there 
was an aliya movement, based on 
Messianic yearning. This accounts for 
most of the immigrants, in my opinion. 
The Jews of Yemen, the Jews of lraq. 

I reject categorically the suggestion that 
there was a plan, or any thought of an ex- 
change of population on our part. 

Only a twisted and distorted mind can 
suggest transfer. 

Every nation has its rights, every indi- 
vidual has his rights. We in Israel are 
proud of the positive aliya of Jews from 
Arab countries to Israel. Because of 
Messianic yearning, because of natural Zi- 
onism, because of their loyalty to the 
physical and spiritual life of the Jewish 
people and participation in its ingathering, 
they are in our eyes not refugees but 
"olim". We will stand on theh" rights reso- 
lutely, as two members of the Knesset 
have stated. There will be no trade off. We 
are not in the business of transfers. Except 
f o r  s o m e  . . .  

David Magen (L~kud): Under interna- 
tional law the Jews who fled the Arab 
countries, deprived of all their possessions 
and destitute, are refugees. 

The government of" Israel has already 
taken a decision to establish a unit in the 
Ministry of Justice to register the lands 
and assets belonging, as all agree, to Jews, 
or Israeli Jews, which they had been 
forced to abandon abroad. 

Efraim Shalom (Ma'arach): I also wish 
to praise the Foreign Ministry, which sup- 
ports this organisation consistently, both 
financially and by political backing. The 
State of Israel has, in the past, stated on 
many occasions, that within the framE- 
work of a comprehensive peace, it will be 
ready to pay appropriate compensation to 
the Arabs who left Israel, abandoning 
their property, if, at the same time, com- 
pensation will be received for the property 
of tlre Jews who left, or were driven out 
from the Arab states. 

Israel has a ~esponsibiiity for the fate of 
every Jew, wherever he may live. 

Matityahu Poled (Progressive List for 
Peace): this fused two problems into one, 
the problem of the fate of the Jews from 
Arab countries and the Palestinian prob- 
lem. There is no doubt that these two 
problems are interdependent. I would go 
so far as to say that they are in.reality one 
and the same problem. I say this because 
the establishment of the State of Israel 
caused a widespread phenomenon of 
forced emigration throughout the Middle 

East. 
Amnon Linn (Ma'arach): The funda- 

mental argument which every one of our 
members should mention, when he is dis- 
cussing or arguing about this question 
with our opponents, is that the Jews from 
Arab countries at no time declared war 
against even a single Arab state. They 
tried to be loyal to every country in which 
they lived. There were Arab countries 
which treated them in a civilised way, as a 
protected people. At certain times this is 
what happened. There are Arab countries 
which treat their Jews as hostages. But the 
Jews from Arab countries never made war 
on an Arab state, whereas in the case of 
the Palestinian Arabs, they, by their own 
actions, created their tragedy. They did 
this not only in one war, the War of  Inde- 
pendence, but also before it, in three 
uprisings against the Jews, d~e small Jew- 
ish "'Yishuv", mad then during the whole 
period of Israel 's existence, when they 
dragged the Arab nations into wars 
against us which always left them the vic- 
tims. 

In their heart of hearts they wished to 
come to their homeland, but, due to the 
force of circumstances, they had to aban- 
don all their property in the Arab lands. 
Thus, from a legal standpoint, they are 
considered refugees, just as much as the 
Palestinian Arab refugees. 

Scribe: It would be dangerous and 
harmful i f  Mr Peres, who is again Foreign 
Minister of Israel, holds to his views as 
stated above. Jews left Iraq as refugees es- 
caping from discr iminat ion and 
persecution. These who went to Israel can 
be regarded as having arrived as OlimO 

Unmarried Mothers 
Marriage was invented for the benefit 

of the woman in the days when there were 
no adequate means to prevent pregnancies 
and when women had no satisfactory ways 
of earning a living. 

By identifying a man willing to assume 
financial responsibility for his wife and 
her offspring, an orderly sociaI pattern was 
established. 

Society must not undermine this ar- 
rangement by helping the unmarried 
mother who often gets pregnant to obtain 
priority housing or other benefits. Moreo- 
ver, the increasing number of fatherless 
children is de-stabilising our society. 

Today, no woman need become preg- 
nant against  her wish. Likewise,  job 
opportunities are equally open to both sex- 
es. Henceforth responsibi l i ty  for the 
upkeep of her children must be laid at the 
door of the mother unless she can find, if 
she wishes, a man to assume or share her 
burdenO 

I have had some favourable reviews for 
my books over the years, but none have 
given me such pleasure as the review of 
my recent book Minyan by Simon Dan- 
goor, aged 10, in your September issue. It 
is a remarkable clear coverage of the book, 
indicating that Simon Dangoor aged 10 
has very confident literary gifts even at 
this early age. I thank and congratulate 
himO 
London Chaim Raphael  



LETTERS 
From Mr Somerset de Chair, now 82, 

author of The Golden Carpet, which was 
reviewed in Scribe 59. 

I have returned from America and have 
studied the review of The Golden Carpet 
which you sent me. 

You certainly make some extraordinary 
statements which I cannot agree, such as 
"The riots were staged on purpose, and the 
rioters were given free rein so that the 
anti-British extremists would let off steam 
and forget the defeat of  their uprising." No 
evidence whatever is given for this, and I 
can only say that the ambassador and offi- 
cials in the Embassy when I was there 
were horrified by the riots that were going 
on, which as I said in the book, occurred 
because the British Army outside Baghdad 
was not allowed by the Foreign Office in 
London to enter the town for fear of under- 
mining the prestige of the Regent and the 
young King whom we had restored. There 
was no reason, as far as I could see, that 
the police could not have performed their 
usual duties in maintaining public order 
without waiting for permission from any 
Committee of Public Safety. Until the 
British column was allowed to enter, the 
people inside the Embassy scarcely dared 
put their noses outside the grounds of it. I 
think Brigadier Kingston and I with our 
drivers were about the only British sol- 
diers, let alone civilians, seen in the streets 
during this unsettled interim period. As 
you will  see from the book, we found the 
demonstration very hostile. 

I am afraid the whole tenor of your arti- 
cle is so anti-British that it is difficult for 
me to make a reasoned reply to it all. 
What you say about my interpreter, Cap- 
tain Shaul Shemtob-Reading is, of  course, 
extremely interesting to me, and seems ba- 
sically accurate beyond the fact that it was 
at the irrigation centre at Kahn Nucta that 
we found the enemy's  telephone st i l l  
working, and I used the opportunity to 
spread the false information through 
Reading as my interpreter that we were 
Iraqis surrounded by the British, who had 
tanks. 

Scribe: It  is clear that the British forces 
outside Baghdad were under orders from 
the Foreign Office not to intervene to stop 
the farhud. 

This is what Dame Freya Stark, who 
was employed by the British Embassy, 
wrote to her mother after witnessing the 
farhud in June 1941: "You can imagine 
too what a time it is for a propagandist 
with the country seething with disguised 
Nazis and swastikas appearing every- 
where (even at the back of  my car). The 
people who are doing us even more harm 
than the Nazis are the Jews, who are 
jittering."O 

I was born in Baghdad in 1927 and am 
the son of Selim Terzi, who died in Lon- 
don in 1975. I understand that some 
reference was made to my father in a pre- 
vious issue• 

I would appreciate making contact with 
any subscribers in the New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania areasO 
William Selim Terzi 

1677 N o r t h g a t e  Dr ive ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P A  152.41, U S A .  

I received The Scribe No.59 and upon 
reading page 4 the two articles "The Gold- 
en Carpet"  and Captain S. Shaul 
Shemtob-Reading, came to my mind an 
encounter Georgette and I had in London 
in 1970. That year there was an AIA Con- 
vention in Boston which adjourned to 
London• We were invited by the RIBA 
(Royal Institute of British Architects) to a 
cocktail reception at their headquarters. 
There we met one of the hosts and hap- 
pened to mention that we came originally 
from Iraq. The guest told us that he was 
sent with a contingent to Habbaniyah dur- 
ing the Rashid All  period to quash his 
move. Georgette told him how come you 
(meaning the British army) did not show 
your face and could have avoided the kill- 
ings and lootings. His answer was that the 
contingent arrived without their arms and 
were waiting for the arms to arrive and 
besides they were not certain that the Ger- 
mans were not still there• Henceforth, the 
delay 
M o n t r e a l  Y u s u f  M e e r  

Scribe: This sounds like a diplomatic 
excuse. No army would approach without 
arms a hostile c i t y O  

I have been receiving The Scribe for 
over a year now and have enjoyed both the 
information in it and the frequent possibil- 
ities of contact with other Jews with 
whom I lived in Calcutta prior to 1947. 

In your September issue you have put 
forward a scenario for the creation of 
peace in the Middle East through a Con- 
federation of Jewish, Arab, Christian and 
Moslem entities or sovereign states bear- 
ing the name of the common patriarch 
Abraham. With respect I find this concept, 
although it aims for justice and equality 
for everyone, to be quite utopian and dis- 
missive of a great  deal of  unpleasant 
reality. The dispute between the Jews and 
Arabs has never been based on equity in 
the distribution of land and resources; 
rather it is founded on the theory that only 
Moslems may rule in the Middle East 
leaving the other nat lonal i t ies /ethnic 
groups to reside as "dhimmi", (see also 
the position of the Christians in Lebanon). 

But a confederation between Israel, Jor- 
dan and "Palestine",  part icularly with 
regard to defence and security, as well as a 
Common Market between the three, would 
give security both to Jordan and Israel, as 
well as to the demilitarised Palestinian en- 
tity wedged in-between them. In this way 
the historic Palestine of 1918 would have 
been re-unified in a sense, and thus have 
become "Eretz Israel She lema 'e  
Castleerag, Aust ra l ia  Maurice Rassaby 

The posit ion of marriage amongst  
young or older Iraqi or Oriental Jewish 
girls has become very difficult nowadays• 
I can say the difficulty comes more from 
the gir l 's  side rather than the man's. To- 
day's girl does not agree to Marry a person 
whose income is beyond hers whatever lit- 
tle may be. She would not compromise if  
the man's family and social standing do 
not match hers, even though he is of  good 
character• She doesn't  care of the passing 
years, her growing in age to the extent of 
risking to forfeit her chances of pregnancy. 
This situation is entirely contrary to what 
has been in old timesO 
R a m a t  Gan, Israel Abraham Y a d i d  

As a Hebrew high school librarian, I 
would be very pleased i f  you would add 
our name to your mai l ing list for The 
Scribe. Several copies of  The Scribe was 
given to us by Mrs Jeanette Yudin, a par- 
ent of one of our students and a person 
who came to Montreal from Iraq. 

The paper was given a great deal of  at- 
tention by our students and we believe a 
great deal of  positive thinking can come 
from our having it on hand for our 
studentsO 
Montreal  Herzliah High School Library  

411tt 
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Further to your last issue of Scribe 59, 
all the Iraqi Jews in Montreal were de- 
l ighted to read the art icle of  Victoria 
Rabble and also to see the picture which 
was printed from the Iraqi J e w s  in 
Hamadan. 

This family picture was taken in 
Hamadan in 1935 in my parent's house 
where i was born. The occasion of this 
gathering is Rosh Hashana. 

This is one of my collection of old 
picturesO 
M o n t r e a l  V i c t o r  H B r a h i m i  

Right t o  L e f t ,  F r o n t  row: Abraham M r o a s h y  
H e s k e l  A b r a h a m  H a i m  - S a l c h  Z e g h a y e r  ° Daood 
E z r a  ~ I s a a c  S h a l o m  
2rid Row: Heshmat E z r a  - Naim Heskel - The 
C h i l d  i n  H a n d  i s  D a o o d  B a r o u k h  - S a l i m  E z r a  
3rd Row: Albert Isaac S h a l o m  - E d w a r d  

Menashy 
4th Row: Yacouh D a o o d  - M a s s o u d a  I s a a c  
Shalom - Farha Ezra Abraham H a i m -  Farha 
A b r a h a m  Menashy 
5th Row: Marcelle Heskel - Na lm Menashy - 
Found Menashy - Victor Heskel (Brahimi)  
6th Row: R i ma  Hesket - A b r a h a m  H a i m  - Violet 
Heskel 
Back Row: Youssef  Heskel - D o r i s  M e n a s h y -  
Edward  EzraO  
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The  vaulted Synagogue at the All iance  School, above, was clad wi th  marb le  and  polishe_~ teakwood. I t  was organised by thc late Sasson 
Murad, a Community leader, whose family originally came from Amste rdam.  (See ar t ic le  on p. 2 )e  

Middle East  Confederation 
M r  N a i m  Dangoor ' s  suggest ion of  a 

confederat ion of  states in  the  M i d d l e  East  
(Scribe 59) in wh ich  Israel  wou ld  consti-  
tute an  in tegra l  member ,  as a solut ion to 
the region 's  chronic problems, has authen-  
tic historical  background to support it. 

This  logical  idea  o f  federat ion wh ich  
M r  D a n g o o r  r ev ive s  and  f r equen t ly  
presents in  the Scribe was in i t ia ted  and 
enthusias t ical ly  pursued by no less a noble 
and  p rominen t  Arab  personal i ty  than the  
late K i n g  FaisaI,  a un ique  v i s ionary  the  
Arab  wor ld  has se ldom produced in mod-  
e m  t imes,  and i t  is  ex t remely  doubtful  i f  i t  
would  do so aga in  now or in the remote  
future. 

Fa isa l ' s  p lan  had  the  support  o f  the a l -  
l ies  who in World War  I were  on the verge 
of  v ic tory  over  the  Centrat  Powers.  Law-  
rence of  Arab ia  supported and promoted i t  
even i:f only  f rom the point of  v iew of  Brit- 
i sh  in teres t .  He  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  wou ld  
establ ish Br i t i sh  power  and author i ty  in 
the M.E. and fo rm a bu lwa rk  of  defence 
for the securi ty  o f  the  Suez  Canal .  Had 
th is  p lan  been  adopted  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  
changed the poli t ical ,  economic,  industr ial  
and agr icu l tura l  face of  the M.E.  to a re-  
g ion o f  peace,  prosper i ty  and s tabi l i ty  in 
al l  o f  wh ich  it  woe fu l ly  lacks and desper-  
a te ly  needs. 

Apropos  of  M r  D a n g o o r ' s  ar t ic le ,  I 
g ive  hereunder  a g i s t  o f  Fa isa l ' s  coura- 
geous  and dar ing  plan for federa t ion a t  a 
t ime  w h e n  the  very men t ion  o f  Z ion i sm  
evokes,  and sti l l  does, a n a t h e m a  in the 
psyche of  the  Arabs,  and the  crea t ion of  a 
Jewish state an  evil  to be  eradicated a t  any 
cost in l i fe  and mater ia l .  

In M a y  1918, Faisa l  he ld  court  at  the 
port o f  Aqaba.  He made  camp wi th  D r  
W e i z m a n n ,  then the head  of  the  Zionis t  
organisat ion.  In this  conference  the Arabs 
and Bri t ish g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  we l l  repre-  
sen ted  and,  o f  course ,  the  l e g e n d a r y  
Lawrence  of  Arabia .  In his w h a t  amounts  
to be a manifes to ,  Faisal  agreed that  Pal-  
es t ine  was  to be the  J e w i s h  sphere  of  
in f luence  for the deve lopment  o f  the M.E.  
A federat ion of  Arab states was  discussed. 

He  was  anxious  to bring the fu ture  of  the 
Jewish  state wi th in  the federation. He also 
advanced the  idea  o f  the  Zionis ts  provid-  
ing  po l i t i ca l ,  t e chn ica l  and  f i n a n c i a l  
advisers to the  Arabs. He approved the 
se t t lement  of  four to f ive  mi l l ion  Jews  in 
Palestine.  What  a subl ime vision. 

However ,  tha t  was  not to be. A series 
of  pol i t ical  and adminis t ra t ive  blunders ,  
especial ly in Palestine,  during the mandate  
by ant isemit ic  e lements  in the Foreign Of_ 
rice, the so-called "Arabists",  and even by 
the more  rabid  an t i semi te  Fore ign Minis -  
te r  Bevin ,  not  to speak  of  A r a b  
an tagon ism to it, n ipped Fa isa l ' s  g rand  
plan in the  bud, to the de t r iment  o f  every-  
one  concerned. Mr  Dangoor  has correct ly 
stated a cogent dictum which  is tha t  his to-  
ry repeats i t se l f  in order to teach a lesson. 
Because  o f  lessons not l ea rned  in  the 
M.E.,  i t  is not to be wondered that  for mi l -  
l enn ia  this  region has "experienced chaos, 
ty ranny ,  assass inat ions  and, above  a l l ,  
constant  instabili ty,  its people drenched in 
r ivers  o f  blood f lowing  to this  day. There  
is no cure to this  state of  affairs  unless the 
Arabs  wi l l  undergo a genu ine  and radical  
change of  att i tude sobered by reali t ies,  and 
abandon that  ch imer ica l  d ream of  Arab 
uni ty,  and accept the pr inciple  of  federa-  
t ion  as suggested  by Mr  Dangoor  and 
proclaimed by King  Faisal  75 years agoO 
New Jersey ,  USA J a c k  H Zeloof 

Al though  I am ne i ther  a Babylonian  
nor  a Sephardi,  I enjoy reading The Scribe 
which  so proudly records the historic route 
taken by a section of  oar  people. 

However ,  wh i l e  our sojournings  mus t  
be remembered  wi th  jus t i f ied  pride in our 
var ious  achievements ,  we  must  never  for- 
ge t  tha t  our "or ig ins"  are not in  Eastern,  
Centra l  or Southern  Europe,  nor on the 
banks  of  the Tigr is ;  or even  a long the 
southern shores of  the Mediterranean.  

Our  or igins  and our roots are  in  Judea,  
and a l though the mishaps  o f  his tory may  
have  scattered us for many  centuries,  the 
fu ture  of  each of  us, ind iv idua l ly  and col-  
lec t ively ,  as a nat ion,  l ies  in our  anc ien t  

homeland,  Eretz Israel,  the land God gave 
to the Israeli te nation, and for the retention 
of  which  every  one o f  us must  exer t  every 
f ibre for future generat ions  when  our wan-  
derings wi l l  have  e n d e d e  
Cnckfosters, Herts M e r v y n  Ker sh  

The  fo l lowing  is an  ar t ic le  by Abba 
Eban  which  appeared in The Times on the 
subject  o f  M i d d l e  Eas t  Confedera t ion ,  
which  is always advocated by Mr  Dangoor 
on s imi lar  l ines:  
London Ric ha rd  Moshi  

Abba Eban on M.E. 
Confederation 

(abridged) 
A t  a mee t ing  of  the Counci l  of  Europe 

in Strasbourg in September  1967, I sug- 
ges ted  tha t  Is rae l  and  i ts  i m m e d i a t e  
ne ighbours  should explore  the European  
C o m m u n i t y  idea  as a precedent  for thcir 
own relationships.  

It is t rue that  the individual  nation-state 
is not  a v iab le  economic  or securi ty unit .  
But  i t  is still the only  real  focus of  national 
pride and social  a l leg iance .  The nat ion-  
s tate  as an  inst i tut ion is not  in decline.  It 
is prol i fera t ing.  Nat ions are  not w i l l i ng  to 
renounce  thei r  f lags or to forget  the i r  his-  
tor ies .  T h e  wor ld  is fragmenting and 
integrating at one and the same time. 

T h e  u l t i m a t e  g u a r a n t e e  of  a peace  
ag reemen t  lies in the crea t ion o f  common 
regional  interests in such e n t a ng l e m e n t  of  
mutua l  advantage  and accessibi l i ty  as to 
put future wars  beyond rat ional  cont ingen-  
cy. 

The trouble wi th  "confederation",  how- 
ever ,  is t h a t  i t  imp l i e s  a l ack  o f  
sovere ignty  among the const i tuent  parts. 
Swi tze r land  and Canada  are confedera-  
t ions,  but  the  Swiss  un i t s  are  on ly  
"cantons" and the Canadian  units  are only 
"provinces" .  The 12 members  of  the EC 
are the  only states to have created a struc- 
ture  in wh ich  indiv idual  sovere ignty  and 
regional  integrat ion are in correct balance. 

Scribe: Al l  r ight ,  le t  us cal l  i t  "M.E.  
Federation of  Independent  States"O 
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Benot  Mi tzvah  
Last June, Rabbi Dr Abraham Levy, Sephardi Communal Rabbi, officiated at the Batmitzvah service in 
London of  five girls, who happened to be all of  Iraqi origin. 
Left to right: Bianca Rashtl~ Natalie Somekh; Anna Dangoor; Davina sorer; Michelle Hakim who 
celebrated their Batmitsvah this year at Landeedate Road Synagogue, London. 
In his address at the ceremony, Rabbi Levy drew on the girls ~ Baghdad[ origin to highlight the 

important aspects of  community that are represented by their surnames-  learning, religion, commerce 
and medicine. Natalie's ancestor Hakham Abdullah Somekh was a great scholar who had done so much 
to promote the Baghdad[ community. Hakham Ezra Dangoor, Anna's great great grandfather had 
studied with him and had established a publishing h o u ~  which helped to disseminate Jewish learning. 
The community had also needed Sofers, scribes to write the s~fre torah and other holy writings required 
for its religious life. As well as spiritual well-being, the community had many merchants to promote its 
material well-being. These travelled much for their business and settled in various places, one o f  which 
was the town of  Rasht, from which we have the name Rashti. Finally the community also needed doctors 
to look after its physical well-being from which we get the name HakimO 

Was Mohammed a prophet? 
According to the Jewish definition, a 

prophet is someone whom God spoke to. 
Quite honestly, Mohammed never claimed 
that he communicated with Allah. 

In the Koran he firmly denies that he 
knew of any heavenly secrets, or that he 
could foretell the future. He repeatedly 
stresses that he was "inspired" in his mis- 
sion. He is more correctly - A l l a h ' s  
"missionary" than "messenger". 

But as the founder of a great universal 
religion, the title of prophet cannot be de- 
nied to himO 

Disarm the Arabs? 
According to a recent Arabic radio 

broadcast, part of  the Middle East peace 
accord approved by President Clinton is 
that Israel should disarm her neighbouring 
Arab countries, while retaining and ex- 
panding her own conventional and nuclear 
capabilities. 

If  this is true, strange as it may seem, it 
sounds logical and is in line with our own 
regional perspective as stated on the front 
page of issue No.45 of November 1990. 
An Israeli/Paleslinian/Jordanian union can 
police the region and defend it against all 
comers, and save hundreds of bi l l ions 
wasted on arms expenditure. 

Such a role would entitle the union to a 
half  share in the oil income of the region@ 

T r i b u t e  t o  t h e  la te  Eze N a t h a n  

b y  P e r c y  Gourgey 
Eze Nathan, who died recently at the 

age of  87, was a leader of the Singapore 
Jewish community and also its historian. 
Born in Singapore of parents of Baghdad[- 
an origin, he describes in particular the 
harrowing experience of the detention of 
Jews in Japan's notorious Changyi intern- 
ment camp in Singapore in his book The 
History o f  Jews in Singapore 1830-1945, 
with a foreword by David Marshall, who 
was Singapore's first Chief  Minister in 
1956, whose parents were also born in 
Baghdad. 

Mr Nathan was Honorary President of 
the Ashkenazi  synagogue in Newport 
where he settled on emigrating to Britain. 
He was also a member of  the Board of 
Deputies of  British Jews. He recently told 
me that the Zionist youth movement was 
founded in Singapore in 1946 by Olga 
Simon (Sayers) who had gone to Bombay 
after the outbreak of the war with Japan in 
19410 

My family and I are enjoying very 
much The Scribe, specially your interest- 
ing articles on Israel, the Middle East and 
others. They are so well described that few 
writers and reporters have the knowledge 
and facts to present them as you doe  
Forest  Hills ,  N . Y .  S Belboul 
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I m p e r i a l  W a r r i o r  (The  L i f e  and 
Times  of  Field Marshal l  Viscount  Al lenby  
1867-1936)  b y L a w r e n c e  James  publ ished 
by Weidenfe ld  & Nicolson,  London 1993, 
280  pp. £20. Rev iewed  by M e e t  S. Basri  

Th i s  is a n e w  b iog raphy  o f  F i e ld  
Marsha l l  E d m u n d  H e n r y  H y n m a n  Vis-  
count  Al lenby ,  the  l ibera tor  of  J e rusa l em 
in 1 9 t 7  and probably  the last  o f  the old 
s tyle Br i t i sh  Cava l ry  Commanders  before 
the advent  of  modem mechanised warfare.  

In contrast  to Kaise r  W i l h e l m  II, the 
G e r m a n  e m p e r o r  and  f r i end  of  Su l t an  
Abdul  Hamid  II, who vis i ted Je rusa lem in 
1898 and entered the Holy  Ci ty  arrogant ly  
on horseback, Al lenby,  the modern Brit ish 
proconsul, d ismounted and entered meek ly  
on foot, fol lowed by his staff and aides. 

Al lenby  had a long career  in the Brit ish 
army.  Born into a Norfotk landowner  fam- 
i ly ,  he  s tud ied  a t  the  Roya l  M i l i t a r y  
Co l l ege  o f  Sandhurs t  and jo ined  the a rmy 
as a young  second l ieutenant .  He  saw ac- 
t ive  service in  South  Afr ica  and  the Boer  
War ,  and after  becoming  inspector o f  c a r -  
a i r y  in  1910,  he  fough t  in  F rance  as 
caval ry  commander  and ch i e f  of  the Third 
A r m y  under  Generals  French and Haig. 

His f ame  began  when  he  was ca l led  in  
t917  to command  the  forces in Egyp t  and 
Palest ine.  Af ter  bare ly  six months  he  was  
able to conquer  Je rusa lem in December  of  
that  year .  He  then overran Pales t ine  and, 
e x p e l l i n g  the  Turks  f r o m  Syr i a ,  he  
knocked on the portals o f  Damascus  in the 
last days  of  September  1918. Howeve r  he  
was  persuaded by Lawrence  of  Arab ia  to 
a l low the E m i r  Faisal ,  la ter  the f i rs t  k ing  
of  Iraq, and his  Arab  Leg ion  to en te r  the  
Omayyad  City before the Brit ish.  The un-  
ru ly  Bedouins  sacked and ravaged  the  
town and Al l enby ' s  regulars  had to be 
hurried to restt~re order. 

In 1919 Al l enby  was  appointed High  
Commiss ioner  in  Egyp t  dur ing  a momen-  
tous period of  unres t  and disturbances. He 
contended wi th  Saad Zagh lu l  the  famous 
nat ional is t  leader, but  succeeded in  ending 
the Br i t i sh  Protectorate and ha i l i ng  the 
dawn of  independence on the shores of  the 
Ni le .  He  then ret i red to pr ivate  l i fe  in 
! 925. 

Al l enby  was  a formidable  commander  
of  armies  and subsequent ly  a successful 
administrator  and polit ician. 

H e  was ,  howeve r ,  in  M r  J ames ' s  
words,  "an in t r igu ing  mass of  contradic-  
t ions." In pr ivate  he  was a gen t le  f ami ly  
man and a keen  naturalist ,  a lover  of  poet- 
ry and in te l l igen t  conversat ion.  In public  
he  was the "bul l" ,  a short- tempered boss 
who overbeared his subordinates and ruled 
his officers and men by a heavy  hand. Bu t  
he  had a most  s t r ik ing personal  magne t -  
i sm which  inspi red  those who  came  in 
contact  wi th  h i m  and ca l led  them to ad- 
mi re  h im.  Genera ls  and s ta tesmen a l ike  
paid a h igh  tr ibute to his integri ty,  f rank- 
ness, h is  sense of  jus t ice  and compel l ing  
powers of  leadership. 

In his last years,  A l l enby  the tower ing  
soldier ,  appea led  for  an  i n t e rna t i ona l  
peace keeping force under the then League  
of  Nations.  It  took a t  least  h a l f  a century  
and a new Uni ted  Nations for his dream to 
be realised. 

W h i l e  A l l e n b y ' s  ca reer  in the H o l y  
Land dur ing  the f i rs t  World  War  and his 
la ter  service  as H i g h  Commiss ione r  in 
Egypt  are wel t -known,  this new biography 
of  280  pages gives a concise and well-doc- 
u m e n t e d  i n s igh t  in to  the  l i fe  and  
personali ty of a great  commanderO 

New Baghdad 
After  World War  II Baghdad was  poised for suburban expansion.  In those days 4(} per 

cent  of  Baghdad ' s  populat ion was  Jewish;  so it  is not surprising that  a Jewish  family,  the 
Belbouls ,  took the in i t i a t ive  in  crea t ing the suburb of  New Baghdad,  very close to the 
capital .  

The  picture was  taken in June 1946 on the v is i t  to the N e w  Baghdad project  of  
Lebanon ' s  President  Beshara  a l -Khoury  (in the hat)  and Lebanon 's  Pr ime  Minis ter  Riadh 
aI-Solh (in the  fez - t a lk ing  to Sa l im  Belboul) .  They  were  accompanied by digni tar ies  
from the Iraqi Royal  Palace. N a i m  Belboul is on  the left, wi th  a hand point ing to h im.  

The visi tors wished  the Belbouls  "Good Luck"  which,  sadly never  came.  After  the  
es tab l i shment  o f  the State  o f  Israel  in 1948, and the emigra t ion  of  I raq ' s  J ewry  in 1950/ 
51, the publ ic ly quoted share in  N e w  Baghdad plummeted from 5 dinars to 0.15 dinar. Six 
years  later  i t  j umped  100 t imes  to 15 dinars.  

N e w  Baghdad is now wel l  w i th in  greater  Baghdad which  has a populat ion of  4 
mi l l ionO 

The following books are reviewed by Percy 
Gourgey, M.B.E. 

Jewish Society in Victorian 
England 

by His Honour IsraeI .Finestein 

Published by Vallentine-Mitchell .  
The author,  who is Pres ident  of  the 

Board-of  Deput ies  of  Bri t ish Jews  and a 
ret ired judge,  is also President  of  the Jew-  
ish Historical Society in its centenary year,  
among  the various communa l  posit ions he  
holds and has held  wi th  much  dist inction.  
His s tyle is pol ished and sophisticated as 
befits a ski l led historian.  

He examines  in depth  the const i tuent  
aspects  o f  A n g l o - J e w i s h  socie ty  as i t  
emerged  f rom the  18th and 19th centuries.  
He  dwel ls  on the characteris t ics  of  the 
communi ty  both in re lat ion to Eng l i shmen  
and the bulk  of  Jewish  immigran t s  f rom 
Eastern Europe in the  1900s. Inevitably,  he  
deals wi th  Sir  Moses Montef iore ,  the out-  
s tanding  l eade r  o f  A n g l o - J e w r y  in the 
Victor ian  era  and a d is t inguished  prede- 
cessor  as P re s iden t  of  the  Board  of  
Deput ies  and a conf i rmed lover  of  Zion,  
wi th  h is  seven visits to the Holy  Land and 
generous  contr ibut ions to J ewry  in it. The 
opulen t  and in f luen t ia l  members  of  the 
Sassoon f ami ly  are conspicuous by thei r  
absence from any ment ion in the book. 

Reference  is made to the s ta tement  by 
the then Duke  o f  Cambr idge ,  the uncle o f  
Queen  Victor ia ,  in the House of  Lords on 
15 May  1848: "We cannot  admi t  the Jews 
to a share in the counsels of  the State ... as 
long as this  country is a Chris t ian coun- 
t ry!"  What  a contrast  to the l av i sh  praise 
bes towed on Bri t ish J ewry  for its out-  
s tanding contr ibut ions  to al l  aspects of  
Bri t ish society by recent  Pr ime  Minis ters ,  
Cal laghan ,  Thatcher  and Major! There  are 
m a n y  in t r i gu ing  insights  into Vic tor ian  
JewryO 

Conversations with Isaiah 
Berlin 

by Ramin Jahanbegloo 
Published by Peter Halban, U.K. 

In these f ive conversations,  the author,  
an  I ranian  phi losopher  l i v ing  in Paris,  in-  
t e rv iewed Isa iah  Ber l in  and discussed the 
development  of  his ideas and polit ical  phi- 
losophy. Si r  Isaiah, a m e m b e r  of  the Order 
of  Meri t ,  the most  coveted honour  in Brit-  
ain,  is famous as an  historian,  phi losopher 
and conver sa t iona l i s t .  Refe rences  are 
made to Marx i sm  and Zionism,  as we l l  as 
to Churchil l ,  We izmann  



Gandhi and his Jewish Friends 
by Margaret  Chatterjee 

Published by Macmillan Limited. 
This is an extremely interesting book 

by a lady who is a professor at an Oxford 
College and who lived in India for many 
years. It describes in particular Gandhi 's  
early years in South Africa practising as a 
barrister and his friendship with a Jewish 
lawyer, H.S.L. Polak, whom I met in Lon- 
don many years ago. Gandhi 's other great 
Jewish friend was Herman Kaltenbach 
who financed Gandhi 's  ventures in South 
Africa, particularly his kibbutz-style farm 
in Phoenix. 

In 1938 Mahatma Gandhi advised Indi- 
an Jewish leaders in Bombay, which 
included some of Baghdadian origin, "to 
avoid participation in the Indian freedom 
struggle lest they be crushed between the 
mighty conflicting forces of Congress na- 
tionalism, British imperialism and Muslim 
separatism". 

However, individual Jews took part in 
the struggle and were jailed, as the author 
points out. 

Gandhi described Hitler 's  slaughter of 
six mill ion Jews as "the wanton fury of a 
dehumanised man". But his attitude to- 
wards Zionism was affected in part by his 
desire to appease India ' s  100 mil l ion 
Muslims"O 
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Christian antisemitism 
I find your quotations from the Plain 

Truth magazine in your September issue 
very interesting. Please allow me to add 
the following comments. 

The virus of antisemitism was spawned 
by the Christian Church whose clergy, 
more often than not, continue to nurture it. 
The real authors of the Gospels reflected 
the political reality of  the time by heaping 
lies on the Jews, who had become persona 
non grata in the Roman world after the 
revolutions of 70 and 135 CE. The Church 
sanctified these lies in the text of the Gos- 
pels, thus directly paving the way for the 
Holocaust. 

Only one Pope, John XXilI, was  honest 
enough to admit  this Christian guilt in the 
following prayer which he wrote shortly 
before his death: 

"We realise now that many, many cen- 
turies of blindness have dimmed our eyes, 
so that we no longer see the beauty of Thy 
Chosen People and no longer recognise in 
their faces the features of our first-born 
brother. We realise that our brows are 
branded with the mark of Cain. Centuries 
long has Abel lain in blood and tears, be- 
cause we had forgotten Thy love. Forgive 
us the curse which we unjustly laid on the 
name of the Jews. Forgive us that, with 
our curse, we crucified Thee a second 
time." 

Today's political reality has seen this 
virus spread to Islam. The carriers are of- 
ten local Christians who use the present 
political turmoil to inject this virus into 
the Moslem masses. During the Gulf  War, 
Saddam Hussein accused the Americans 
of being "Judas". Where does a Moslem 

high school drop-out get to know about 
the so-called betrayal of Jesus by Judas 
Iscariot except through his Christian side- 
kick Tariq Hannah Aziz? Antisemitism 
will  continue to infect the whole of Chris- 
tendom, unless the Church Fathers find 
the moral courage to cleanse the Gospels 
of their anti-Jewish lies. 

Saddam Hussein may not realise that 
he is in control of  the original Tel-Aviv ! In 
Ezekiel (1:3) the word of the Lord came to 
him in the "land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar" which may be the Euphra- 
tes. Ezekiel (3:15) "came to them of the 
captivity at Tel-Abib that dwelt by the riv- 
er o f  Chebar ..."We may have a valid 
claim here!"Q 
Montreal  Na im S. Mahlab  

Baghdad without a Map 
and other misadventures in Arabia 

An American Best-seller by Tony Horwitz 
sent in by Freddie & Olivia Shahrabani. 

Westport, Conn., USA. 
The author goes beyond solemn news- 

paper headlines and romantic myths of 
Arabia to offer startling close-ups of a vol- 
atile region few Westerners understand. 
His quest takes him to thirteen Moslem 
countries and israel, from the wilds of 
Yemen to the shores of Lebanon, from Su- 
dan to Saddam Hussein's Iraq, a land so 
secretive that even street maps and weath- 
er reports are banned for security reasons. 
It reveals a fascinating world in which the 
ancient and the modern collideO 

Enclosed I am mailing a picture that I consider very well preserved despite the more than 80 years since 
it was taken. 
In the picture appear Ihe Masha] family members ~ ho ~ere part of the community of"Baghdadi Jewish 
Merchants" that Mrs L,.dia Col l i ns  ,,',rote abl>ut rec¢,ntl~ in ?our publication. 

Standing on the left, Sasson Mashal, and on the right Jacob Hal, who was on a short visit with his brothers. 
Seated are Menashe Mashal with Kate his wife with their children. On the left is Charlie with his little 
sister in his lap, and Eddy next to his father 
On the floor seated are the daughters, the eldest is Ruby, and the little boy is Joseph. Since we never met, 
except for Charlie and Eddy, I do not know who is who of the girls to name themO 
Montreal  J S Nathaniel  
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Three Jews and the GATT Talks 
In the current  GATI" talks one  Jew Sir  

Leon Brittan, the E E C  Trade Commission-  
er, has been negot ia t ing  wi th  another  Jew,  
Mickey  Cantor,  who represents the Uni ted  
States. 

I f  the ta lks  fa i l ,  t h e  brunt  would  be 
borne  by a t h i rd  Jew,  Baghdad-born  
Abdul la  S imon,  who is the largest  import-  
er into the  U.S. o f  qua l i ty  French whi te  
wine .  Amer i ca  has threa tened  tha t  i f . no  
agreement  is reached by December ,  the  
duty on French whi te  w i n e  would  be dou-  
bled. 

Francine and Abdulla Simone 

Jewish history on stamps 
I t  al l  began  w h e n  Israel was  born, I 

d iscovered anc i en t  h i s to ry  depicted on 
beau t i fu l ly  des igned postal s tamps issued 
by the Israel i  Post  Off ice ' s  profi les of  fa- 
mous  Jews detai ls  o f  the i r  achievements .  
S tamps wh ich  commemora t ed  our  re l i -  
gious her i tage ,  Jewish  Arts  and Artists,  
events of  our sufferings, the exodus,  inqui-  
si t ion and especia l ly  the recent  holocaust ,  
which moved  me  personal ly  being a survi-  
vor of  A0schwitz  concentration camp. 

In 1981 I formed the Judaica  Phi la te l ic  
Society which  promotes  the col lec t ing of  
Israel i  stamps, J N F  stamps, and world-  
wide  Juda ica  stamps. There  are  at  least 
6 -7000  postal stamps f rom many  countries 
in the  wor ld  wh ich  have  some connect ion 
wi th  Jews  or J ewish  achievements ,  such 
as S H A L O M  A L E C H E M ,  the  f amous  
Jewish  author ,  L A Z A R  Z A M E N H O F ,  in- 
ventor  of  Esperanto, A L B E R T  EINSTEIN,  
K A R L  M A R X ,  G U S T A V  N A H L E R ,  
C H A G A L L ,  A N D R E  CITROEN,  R E N E E  
CASSIN,  H E I N R I C H  H E I N E  and 
M O D I G L I A N I .  I even  discovered Jewish  
Royal ty such as ALICE,  Princess of  Mo-  
naco n6e Al ice  Heine,  and ELSA,  Princess 
of  Lichtens te in ,  a V iennese  Jewess  born 
Elsa yon Gut tmann.  

We  produce an  i l lus t ra ted  m a g a z i n e  
ca l led  The Judaica Collector which  ap- 
pears three t imes  a year .  Membersh ip  is 
£10 per annum.  Join  us in this  en joyab le  
and in teres t ing way  to learn  about  our 
roots and take pride in the honour  the 
wor ld  has  bes towed  upon  us for our 
achievements.  
Freddie Knoller 6 Badgers Croft, London 
N20 BAH Tel: 081-445 5922 (evenings) 081- 
458 6559 (daytime)O 

The Reluctant Leaders 
by Naim Dangoor 

Afte r  every  ca lami ty  and misfor tune,  
af ter  every  pogrom and persecution,  we,  
the  Chosen People, turn  to heaven  and 
complain ,  Please God, " W h y  don ' t  You 
choose some other people for a change?"  

We  were  chosen to propagate Monothe- 
i s m  and  spread the k n o w l e d g e  and  
worsh ip  of  the One True  God but we did 
not f ind  ourselves  equal  to the task, W e  
brought our sufferings on our head for fai l -  
ing  our  mission. 

Strangely,  this re luctance to serve goes 
back all  the way  to Moses himself .  For, 
when  God entrusted h i m  wi th  the  task o f  
o rgan i s ing  the  Exodus  f rom Egypt ,  he  
turned to the A l m i g h t y  and said, "Please,  
O Lord, make  someone  else your  agent" .  
(Ex.4:13).  

The Koran says when God gave the To- 
rah to the Jews,  he  told them to propagate 
i t  and not j u s t  keep i t  to themselves .  Mo-  
ses should have  cont inued the m o m e n t u m  
of  Sinai  and conquered the Midd le  East  
and beyond for Jehovah  but he  was  too 
w e a k  and too old (over  80) and he  did 
confess his l imitat ions to God. 

In Arabia  M o h a m m e d  took over  whe re  
we left of f  and by the sword he  put an  end 
to idolatry. Wel l  done, Mohammed!  Truly,  
you are Al lah ' s  messenger.  

Bu t  the job  r emains  un f in i shed  and 
Juda i sm awai ts  the coming  of  someone  
who  wi l l  inaugura te  an  age of  Peace, Jus-  
t ice and Happiness.  

The grea t  his tor ian Arnold  Toynbee,  
who  is wrong ly  ma l igned  for h is  "fossi l"  
reference  to the  Jews,  has this  to wr i t e  on 
the subject:  "The greatest  of  the prophets 
up to date,  though  not necessar i ly  the last 
of  them,  would  be not M o h a m m e d ,  but a 
Jewish  Seer, who inspired his fe l low Jews 
at last to dedicate  themselves  to the i r  uni -  
versal  mission wholehcar tedly .  The world 
has been wa i t ing  for this prophet for 2,500 
years" .  Is i t  possible  tha t  the Mess iah  
Des igna te  is even  a t  this  momen t  a rgu ing  
wi th  God pleading to be excused f rom car- 
ry ing  out his ass ignment .  Come out of  
your  hiding,  Messiah;  the wor ld  has need 
of  thee. 

Was it  odd of God to choose the Jews? 
It  is  said tha t  bad (weak)  money  wi l l  

a lways  drive the good (strong) money  out 
of  circulat ion.  Can this  analogy provide a 
clue to why  God chose the Jews,  a weak  
nation ra ther  than a strong nation (God de- 
clared a t  the t ime that  He chose Israel 
because they were  the weakest  of  nations). 
In the end the weak  a lways  prevai ls  over  
the  strong, and the  conquered over  the 
conqueror. This is not a paradox: i t  s imply 
means  that  those who espouse the wrong 
ideas have  to depend on thei r  migh t  to 
surviveO 

I was born in Baghdad and came  to the 
Uni ted  States in 1955. It  was  wi th  sur- 
prise and del ight  to f ind the photograph of  
the "Aboud ie  c lan"  in your  Sep tember  
1993 Scribe publicat ion.  It  had the photo- 
graphs of  my grandth ther  Sasson Sheena  
and my grandmother  Lu lu  Sheena.  Si t t ing 
in front  of  Lulu  Sheena  is her  son, my  fa- 
ther, Sal im Sheena. This wil l  help to fill  in 
one  of  the miss ing b l ankse  
Forest  Hil ls ,  N.Y. Janet Schap i ra  

(nee Sheena) 

I thank ~.ou for exp la in ing  fur ther  the 
Had Gadia  story, which,  l ike other  s t r iking 
Jewish tales, teaches the profound through 
the s imple.  N o w  I know why  God did not 
destroy the angel  of  death ... but, of  course, 
at  tha t  point  we begin  to ask questions. 

The existence of  sin was a mystery even 
to Job, your  i l lus t r ious  ancestor. He,  too, 
w a n t e d  "to know" .  A n s w e r e d  the  Al -  
mighty:  "Where  were  you, Job, when I laid 
the  t imbers  of  the  universe,  when  I bade 
the morn ing  awake,  set  bounds to the seas, 
and cal led forth Orion and Pl iades? . . . .  I do 
not know,"  he  repl ied,  "1 am but a s imple  
man."  "Wel l ,  Job, i f  you do not understand 
these th ings  how can you hope to under-  
stand w h a t  I am p lann ing  for you in the 
world to come? .... He did speak to us," was 
Job 's  comment ,  " even  out of  a whi r lwind ,  
which proves He knows all  about  us." That  
a rgument  I found in Jewish l i terature  and I 
th ink i t  says everything.  

N a c h u m  was  a f r i end  I found  in 
Y i r u s h a l a y i m ,  w h o  to ld  me  about  h is  
fr iend,  a chi ld  who sat  behind wooden di-  
v iders  in  the  dea th  camps  o f  Poland,  
l i s t en ing  to the rabbis who debated f rom 
morn t i l l  dusk why  God a l lowed  them to 
be in such a dreadful  place. (They  all  per- 
ished). W h a t  conclusions they ar r ived at 
regarding their  predicament  I do not know, 
but they must  have  found some consolation 
in the  words o f  Job, who was  plagued,  AS 
T H E Y  WERE,  by the manifes ta t ion  of  in- 
iquity in God's  universeO 
Swansea, W, Glare  Gruffydd Thomas 

Mol ly  and Meye r  Jonah from Calcutta,  
now l iv ing  in  Los Ange les ,  ce lebra ted  
their  D iamond  Wedding  Anniversary  on 5 
September 1993. A Cocktail  reception was 
g iven  in London by Mrs  F lower  El ias  for 
the couple to share wi th  their  many friends 
and family,  and a fur ther  Dinner /Dance  
wi l l  be held  in Los Ange les  on December  
26O H.S .  
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My maternal  grandfather  was Abraham 
H a i m  M u a l l e m  Nisseem.  He was  a m e m -  
ber  o f  p a r l i a m e n t  for m a n y  years .  He 
marr ied  Rahai l  Asian.  

In the above photograph,  the  lady on 
the r ight  is Khatoon As i an  and her  sister 
Messouda.  Khatoon was  the mother  of  
Raha i l  Asian.  I suspect  tha t  the  photo- 

Tal  ta i l i  hal hmagh min hal wahla. 
Come pull out this  donkey out of  the mire.  
(This  is said w h e n  there  is a p rob lem 
which  is difficult  to solve, especial ly when 
stupid, non-coopera t ive  or host i le  people 
are involved).  (A  donkey is diff icul t  to 
pull  out  once stuck in the mire) .  

El hmagh illi anzel minnu khalli 
yeghkabu el sheetan.  
Let  the donkey f rom which  I d i smount  be 

r idden by the devil .  ( I f  you give  up a cer- 
ta in  matter ,  do not care who takes over; i t  
is not  your concern). 
O t h e r  a n i m a l s  are  a lso  m e n t i o n e d  in  
Baghdad proverbs, such as dogs, l ions and 
birds: 

g raph  was  taken in the ea r ly  1930's .  The K a l b  el dayyegh ahsan rain sab'a el 
picture is a genre  o f  an  ea r l i e r  age  and nayyem. 
traditionsO A roving dog is better than a s leeping lion. 
London SWl  J u l i a n  Sofaer  (A weak  or poor person who is on his feet  

the whole  day may  earn  someth ing  (mon-  
Baghdad proverbs ey, a job,  etc.) ,  w h i l s t  a l azy  person,  

from Salim Khabbaza, New York  though strong or powerful ,  earns no th ing  
i f  he  stays a t  home or sleeps the whole  

Min el mejnoun khedh aqil. 
From the fool acquire wisdom. " , -  ~ ~ , 
(Sometimes a foolish person may  offer you 
a good advice  to which  you should g ive  
serious considerat ion.  It  may  be  the r ight  
one!) Another  saying on the subject: 

I l l  • 

El mejnoun yebegh el shatt nobtain wel 
aaqil badu qayfakkegh. 
A fool crosses the r ive r  twice ,  wh i l s t  a 
wise  person is sti l l  th ink ing  (hesi tat ing).  
(This is perhaps  bet ter  exp la ined  by the  
Engl i sh  proverb: "Fools  rush in whe re  an- 
gels  fear  to tread"). 
In some Baghdad proverbs an ima l s  are 
used to drive home the point. Donkeys are 
frequently mentioned:  

El aaqil min ghamza wel hmagh rain 
gamza. 
A wise person understands f rom a w i n k  of  
an  eye,  wh i l s t  a donkey requires  a k ick  in  
the ass. 
(By  mere ly  a l lud ing  or refer r ing to a cer- 
ta in  subject,  you can make  a wise  person 
understand how he is supposed to conduct  
h imse l f ,  wh i l s t  a person as ignorant  and 
stupid as a donkey may  requi re  more  than 
frank ta lk ing  - may  be words that  hurt).  A 
donkey is also ment ioned  in: 

. ¢.72  

Dhenbet el kalb khelluha bel qasba 
ghebeen yore ma adler. 
They put a dog's  tai l  inside a cane for for- 
ty days, but  i t  did not straighten up. 
(This  is said about  a person who does not 
mend his ways,  whatever  you do to him).  
It  reminds  me of: 

m 

T a b ' a  el  badan ma yeghayyeru gher el 
kafan. 
(A person's  hab i t  can only  be changed  by 
the shroud , i.e. by death.). 

In reference  to the ar t ic le  " Juda i sm and 
f ree  wi l l" ,  September  1993 issue of  The 
Scribe: 

You have  r ight ly pointed to the paradox 
that  i f  Man  t ru ly  has free wi l l ,  then how 
can God know w h a t  wi l l  happen?  And i f  
God knows w h a t  is going to happen,  then 
how can man  possess free wi l l?  

In his book, Path o f  the Kabbalah, Dr  
David  She ink in  also touches on this  issue 
which  I would  l ike  to share wi th  you. He  
wri tes:  "Logical ly ,  a free wi l l  and d iv ine  
fo reknowledge  cannot  coexist.  This ques- 
t ion  is the  u l t i m a t e  paradox in  a l l  
philosophy. No answer  has ever  been ad- 
vanced that  is logical ly  satisfactory." 
Great Neck, N.Y. Anwar H. Koukou 

Scribe: It  is obvious  that  God doesn ' t  
run the Universe  on Gestapo l ines.  Once 
He  has g iven  us free wi l l ,  He is not inter-  
ested in  our  thoughts ,  but  only  in  our  
ac t ionse  

My  fa ther  Sa l im Khabbaza  is a regula r  
subscriber  and I usua l ly  borrow i t  f rom 
h i m  to read. I especial ly  enjoyed your  arti-  
c le  about  Jewish  I raqi  people in Iran. I 
also recognise  the names  of  a lot  of  the 
writers in your  publication and it  is  so nice 
to be able  to hea r  eve ryone  express the i r  
views.  It  is a lmos t  as though  eve ryone  in  
England ,  Israel  and Amer i c a  is on a long 
distance conference call! 

I was  born in Israel  and g rew up in  
Iran,  speaking f luen t  Iraqi  Arabic and a l -  
ways  fee l ing  very "di f ferent"  f rom other  
Jewish kids in my  school (Ettefagh) in Te- 
he ran  w h o  w e r e  Pe r s i an .  I h a v e  been  
l iv ing  in  Eng land  and Amer ica  for the last 
15 years  and am so glad  that  we  have  a 
publ ica t ion l ike  yours to keep  us in touch 
wi th  our  roots. As a hypnotherapis t  and a 
wri ter ,  I of ten deal  wi th  age  regression 
and I c an ' t  te l l  you how benef ic ia l  and 
therapeutic  i t  is for people to " remember"  
the i r  past exper iences  whe the r  good or 
bad, (we never  t ru ly  forget,  we  only  store 
th ings  in  our subconscious m i n d  where  
they effect  our everyday actions without  us 
even  being aware  of  them),  as i t  is  only  in 
r emember ing  that  we  heal@ 
Flush ing ,  New Y o r k  Gi la  Khabbaza 

Was it  coincidence or fate that  af ter  so 
many  years since The Scribe's  publ icat ion 
and numerous  art icles on the Iraqi Jews of  
Iran, that  the name  of our late grandfa ther  
should appear  on  the f i rs t  anniversary  of  
his passing away.  

Gourdj i  Shaoul  Shashoua  (not  Shashi)  
was  a cous in  o f  the  la te  Khedour i  C. 
Shasha and his l i f e t ime  agent  in  Iran. He 
out l ived by 18 months  h is  wife ,  Na ima ,  
daughter  of  Shlomo Khazma,  second cous- 
in to Na im Dangoor.  

Our  late grandparents  were  both not 
only wel l -known,  prominent  f igures  of  the 
Iraqi  communi ty  in Teheran,  but also we l l  
loved and honoured  by a l l  who  k n e w  
them. Shattered by the un t ime ly  and tragic 
loss of  their  son, Dr. Shaoul  in 1983, Abu 
Shaoul  and Em Shaoul  never  fa l tered in 
their  mitzvot  and cont inued to be counted 
upon and t rusted in both cal ls  of  happi-  
ness and distress. 

Al l  our friends and relat ives f rom Tehe-  
ran wi l l  undoubtedly  recal l  the  powerful  
and lovely  voice of  our  grandfa ther  rever-  
bera t ing wi th in  the wal ls  of  Moshe Heskel  
H a i m  synagogue ,  c h a n t i n g  the  Rosh 
Hashana  and Y o m  Kippur  prayers,  wi th  
the radiant  and eve r - smi l ing  face of  our 
g randmother  proudly s i t t ing  in  the f ront  
row of  the synagogue 's  b a l c o n y e  
Tel  Aviv  E d n a  & L o r n a  M e e t  

Page 11 



1914 - Alliance School, Baghdad. Final scholastic year - tours sup&lent. (Photo Araz - Baghdad). Sent in by Alice Aboody, New York_ 
Left to right, Front row: Simon Fattat, Saleh Bashl, Israel Darzi, Mr Hassonn, Mr Isaac Bassan, Mr Joseph Cohen, 2 children ol'Mr Ba.ssan, Gourgi Bassous. 
Second row: (Moshi Yous~f El[ahon), Gourgi Sultana, David Nissan, Joseph Ahoudi, Gourgi Zilkha, Rouhen Nawi, Snlman Shamash, Ezra Aghababa, Ezra 
Khehbaza, Gourgi Masri. 
Third row: Moise Mansour, Elle Ajmi, Elie Khemara, Guurgi Hanan[a, Judah Moire, Salim Smuoha, Joseph M0uallem, David Toeg, Ezra Ini. 
Back row: Joseph Kenna, Jacob Gareh, Menachem Shamash, Joseph Shalom, Judah Rejwan, Abraham Nawi, J~,eph Rahamim, Elle Gabbay, Abraham Hay, 
Elie Shash0ua. 
Note: the big moustaches in the run.up to the First World WarO 

Turkish Rice Ich Pilaf 
Ingredients:  
500 gr. rice 125 gr. butter 
1 tablespoonful olive oil 1 small onion 
2 tablespoonfuls currants 
3 tablespoonfuls pignolia nuts 
100 gr. lamb liver or chicken liver (cut 
into very small pieces) 
! teaspOonful spice (cinnamon, black pep- 
per, allspice) 
1 large tomato 
800 gr. consomme (hot) 
Salt 
Method: 
Place clean rice in a pan, cover with hot 
water, add I tablespoon salt, and set aside 
until the water is coot. Wash well and 
strain the rice. 
Melt  butter in the casserole, add the 
pignolia nuts and stir once then add very 
finely chopped onions. Add the liver and 
cook together for 2-3 minutes. Then add 
the currants, spices, salt, consomme and 
the finely diced tomato, stir altogether and 
remove the casserole from the fire. 
Melt butter in another casserole. Add the 
rice and brown for 4 minutes stirring all 
the time. Pour in the hot consomme and its 
contents. Bring to a boil and stir well. 
Cover the casserole and cook for t7 min- 
utes. Set aside for 20 minutes and serve. 

1933 - I first arrived in England to study 
engineering at London University. 
1963 - We were obliged to stay Indefinitely in 
England because of anll.Jewish legislation in 
Iraq. 
1993- My wife and I became naluralised as 
British citizens. N.E.D. 

The Legendary Cuisine of Persia 
by Margaret Shaida 

Published by Lieuse Publications Ltd, 
Henley-on-Thames, 325 pp. £I 9 Reviewed 

by Naim Dangoor. 
This is the first book to explore the 

long history of the Persian cuisine, which 
is one of the three main cuisines of  the 
world. 

Our bodies are made up of the things 
we eat (obviously), bur the function of  
good food goes beyond mere nourishment. 
Haute cuisine is a fine art that is meant to 
delight the palate, please the eye ("the eye 
also eats") and impress our friends. 

Persian cooking can be identified by its 
sumptuous rice dishes, its intriguing and 
delicate flavours, its combination of fruits 
and nuts with meats, and its unique em- 
phasis on herbs, limes and saffron. 

The history of Persian dishes is well, 
researched by the author, and the book in- 
cluded many anecdotes and quotations. 

The book lists the following rice-dish- 
es: 

Rice with herbs, with broad beans, 
with black-eyed beans, with cabbage, with 
green beans, with lentils, with noodles, 
with almonds, with carrots, with sour 
cherries, with dried apricots, with dill ,  
with tomatoes, baked rice with spinach, 
baked rice with chicken and jewelled rice. 

Rice was brought from China to the 
Middle East by Mongol invadersO 

I was born in Cairo, Egypt. I left in 
1953 for school in England and came to 
America in 1961. 

I would be most obliged i f  you will 
kindly put me on your mailing l i s t s  
Beverly Hills, Calif. Roger Chalom 

In  search o f  a publisher 
I wish to inform your readers that some 

rare books are in my possession. Every 
now and then I read about readers looking 
for certain titles that are out of print. Here 
is a list of  some books your readers may 
be interested in: 
Dispersion & Liberation by Abraham 
Twena. English/Hebrew (5 volumes). 
Exodus from lraq by Izhaq Bar Moshe. 
Arabic. 
Babylon in the Underground by Emil Mu- 
rad. Hebrew. 
My Friends, the Kurds by Emil Murad. 
Hebrew. 
Deep into the Soul by Emil Murad. Eng- 
lish. 

I" have now written a new book in Eng- , 
lish From Baghdad to Jerusalem: A story 
o f  the Freedom Fighters, the Jews and the 
Kurds. It is mostly autobiographical and 
interesting as a human document and I 
would be grateful for any suggestions of a 
publisher. 
Emil Murad,  P 0 Box 1779, 

Tel Aviv 61016, Israel. 

With reference to Mrs E Mercado's let- 
ter in issue No.59, we have to remember 
that Israel was only 2 years old at the time. 
It had no experience with Atiyah, poor 
economy and everything in ration. I can 
say, also, penniless. Of course it was very 
hard, but I cannot blame Israel, because it 
was not in a position to do better or more 
and I don' l  think discrimination played a 
role here, may be later in different fieldsO 
Manila, Philippines, D Shamoon 
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